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More Births 1940 


The first six months of 1940 brought an increase 
of 3,290 births in California over the corresponding 
period of 1939. Out of 52,833 births registered dur- 
ing the period January to July of 1940, 43,949, or 

83.2 per cent, were in the white race and 6,375, or 
12.0 per cent, were in Mexicans. The remaining 
2,509, 4.8 per cent of the total, were scattered among 
Negro, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos and other 
foreign born races. 

Increases are noted in most counties of the state, 
but they are conspicuous in the San Joaquin Valley, 
the larger centers of population, and in those areas 
where certain industries have been speeded up in 
the program for national defense. 


BIRTHS IN CALIFORNIA | 
January to June—1939 and 1940 


By Counties 
County 1940 1939 
626 590 
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55 
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Industrial Accident Commission recently. 


County 1939. 


By Race 
1940 1939 
No. Per Cent No. PerCent 
Negro - 897 et 
Others 91: ' 0.2 88 
49,543 100.0 


PUMICITE DUST AT FRIANT DAM 

Upon the request of the Bureau of Reclamation, 
U. 8. Department of the Interior, employees of this 
agency who are exposed to pumicite dust during the 
construction of Friant Dam on the San Joaquin 
River near Fresno, were given complete physical 
examinations by the State Industrial Hygiene Serv- 
ice, which will be repeated annually during the four- 
year construction period, to determine whether the 
inhalation of this dust produces any injurious effects 
on their lungs. The Bureau of Tuberculosis of the 
State Department of Public Health collaborated in 
this study by taking chest X-rays of the affected 
employees. 


plant, to determine the concentration of dust present 
in the air at the breathing zone of workers. The 
chemical composition of the dust has been deter- 
mined by laboratory analysis. It is hoped that the 


correlation of medical, engineering, and laboratory | 


data obtained in these studies will provide valuable 
information coneerning the severity of the health 
hazard involved in the exposure to pumicite dust, 
concerning which little is known at present. 


INVESTIGATIONS OF OCCUPATIONAL 
_ DISEASE REPORTS 


During the month, epidemiological studies were 


made in five plants from which eases of illness of 


occupational origin had been reported to the State 
In each 
plant, practical methods were recommended to the 
management for the health protection of workers 
and the prevention of further cases of illness from 


the same sources. 


Gold that buys health can never be ill spent; nor 


laid out in harmless merriment:—J.- ‘Webster. 


chassis, or discharging against a rear wheel. 
result of this study, WPA trucks which are used for 


Atmospheric dust counts were made at 
the pumicite quarry and at the concrete mixing | 
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- CARBON MONOXIDE HAZARD IN TRUCKS 
Pi anes working on many WPA projects in 


outlying districts are carried to and from work in 
trucks, which are covered with canvas hoods in 
Inelement weather. 


Some of these men have com- 


plained of headache, nausea, and other symptoms 
suggestive of possible carbon monoxide inhalation. 
The exhaust gases of gasoline engines contain from 


6 per cent to.12 per cent of carbon monoxide. © 
In cooperation with WPA safety officials, a series 
of tests were made by the State Industrial Hygiene 


Service to determine the relative efficiency of various 
types of exhaust systems in preventing engine ex- 


haust gases from reaching the truck occupants. 


Quantitative carbon monoxide determinations made 


under varying weather and operating conditions 
showed that less gas entered a truck equipped with 
an exhaust pipe discharging gases above and to the 
rear of the canvas covered body, than in the case 
of trucks with exhaust pipes terminating under the 
As a 


the transportation of workers will in future be 
equipped with overhead type exhaust pipes, to pro- 
tect the occupants against carbon monoxide. 


HIGH TEMPERATURES IN STEEL MILL 


The employees in a steel rolling mill asked that 
an investigation be made by the State Industrial 
Hygiene Service to determine whether the radiant 
heat to which they are exposed while working near 
molten steel was endangering their health. A study 
was made of this problem, in cooperation with the 
Bureau of Accident Prevention of the State Indus- 
trial Accident Commission. Atmospheric tempera- 
ture and humidity readings taken at frequent inter- 
vals during a two-day period revealed a temperature 
differential of less than 15° F. between the outdoor 
temperature and that at locations where men were 
working, due to the cooling effect of large fans 
called ‘‘man-blowers’’ directing currents of air 
toward the worker. Pulse and body temperature 
readings taken on employees before and after work 
did not indicate any injurious effects which might 
be attributed to excessive heat. The protective 
measures which are in effect at present in this plant, 
such as positive ventilation, the use of salt tablets, 
restriction of workine periods in_ hot locations to 
fifteen = at any one time, and the gradual 
“seasoning” or acclimatization of new employees, 
are apparently providing adequate protection — 
against the potentially harmful effects of high tem- 
peratures. 
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__ INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE SURVEYS 


Industrial hygiene surveys. were made during 
November i in 42 industrial establishments, employing 
a total of 4648 workers. In each of these plants, 
information was obtained concerning the type and 


extent of médical, nursing, and safety services which 


are available to employees, the potential occupa- 
tional health hazards to which workers in each 
department are exposed, and the protective equip- 


ment provided by the management for the preven- 


tion of occupational diseases. The establishments 
surveyed included petroleum refineries; saw and 
planing mills; garages and service stations; paper 
and pulp mille: chemical plants ; meat Saabisie and 
slaughter hotiees laundries; flour and grain mills: 
printing, . publishing. and engraving plants; wank: 
working shops; and plants manufacturing tinware, 
enamelware, carpets, cement, clothing, paper boxes, 


food products, rubber products, furniture, brooms 


and brushes, glass, fertilizers, sheet metal, and in- 
candescent lamps. Many of these establishments 
are producing materials which are urgently needed 


by the armed services. The investigation and cor- 


rection of health hazards in these plants is of vital 
importance to the National Defense Program, since 
uninterrupted production schedules can be main- 


tained only by protecting the health and conserving 
the working efficiency of employees. 


DERMATITIS IN SUGAR REFINERY 
The Safety Director of a sugar refinery, employing 


1200 persons, asked for advice from the State Indus- 


trial Hygiene Service on the prevention of so-called. 


“sugar boils,” which constitute the greatest single 


eause of disability and loss of time from work among 
employees in this plant. Investigation revealed that 
many of these cases of skin disease are due to a 
secondary infection, by skin bacteria, of minute 


abrasions which result from the workers’ practice 


of removing dried flakes of sugar from the skin by 


picking or scratching, instead of by washing. os 


visable measures for the prevention of sugar derma- 
titis, including scrupulous personal cleanliness, the 
removal of dried sugar from the skin by the liberal 
use of soap and water rather than by scratching, 
and the wearing of protective clothing to prevent 
sugar syrup from splashing onto the skin, were dis- 
cussed with plant officials and employees. — 


During November, 7,232 premarital tests and 9,376 
prenatal tests were reported in California. Of the 
premarital tests 2.2 per cent were positive and of the 
prenatal tests 1.94 per cent were positive. ‘ 


SANITATION ALONG THE HIGHWAYS 


Eating places and service stations along the follow- 
ing highways were inspected during November: U. S. 
Highway No. 40, from Sacramento to the Placer 
County line; U. 8S. Highway No. 50, from Sacramento 
to Folsom; U. 8. Highway No. 91, Barstow to the 
California-Nevada line. During the month, satisfac- 
tory conditions were found in 51 out of 98 eating 
places inspected. Satisfactory conditions were found 
in 38 service stations out of 80 inspected. Insanitary 


conditions were found in 12 eating places and 14 serv- 


ice stations. Steps were taken to correct the insani- 
tary conditions encountered. 


Cooperation of druggists is proving a vital factor 
in the control of venereal diseases in California. 
Hundreds of patients have been referred to doctors 
and clinies since the State Department of Public 
Health began its voluntary program of cooperation. 
Started in Alameda county in February, the pro- 
cram has been completed in the following counties: 
Contra Costa, Imperial, Nevada, Sacramento, San 
Diego, San Joaquin, Sonoma, Sutter, and Yuba. It 
is nearing completion in Los Angeles county. 

Pledges of cooperation had been made by 1280 
druggists up to November 1. Only 11 firms had 
refused to sign the pledge that they “will not sell 
medicines for the treatment of venereal diseases 
except upon order of a physician’s prescription and 
will refer all patients to a physician or to a health 
elinie.” 


In renee: to a questionnaire, physicians in Ala- 
meda county reported that 122 patients had been 
referred to them by druggists since the educational 
program was concluded there. The Oakland City 
Clinic reported it had admitted 105 patients referred 
by druggists during the same period. 


Of the 9388 Alameda county physicians, ouly: 289 


responded to the questionnaire. Of this ‘number, 


10 doctors advised they were not in active practice 
and 43 stated they did not treat venereal diseases. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 


December 7, 1940 


653 cases: Alameda. County 5, Berkeley 14, Hayward 5, Oak- 
land 32, Piedmont 12, San Leandro 2, Chico < Crescent City 2, 
El Dorado County 28, Fresno County 1, Fresno 1, Selma 2, 
Humboldt County 6, Kern County 41, Hanford 6, Lake County 4, 
Los Angeles County 59, Alhambra 6, Compton 2, Culver City 1, 
El Monte 2, El Segundo 1, Glendale 6, Inglewood 3, Long Beach 
6, Los Angeles 37, Pasadena 5, Pomona 6, Redondo 1, San 
Fernando 1, South Pasadena 1, Whittier 4, Monterey Park 2, 
Madera County 2, Madera 1, San Anselmo 1, Merced County 
4,.Gustine 4, Monterey County 5,. Napa 5, Grass Vater 1, 
Orange County 3, Brea 1, Orange 2, Santa Ana 6, La Habra 2, 
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Riverside County 2, Banning 7, Riverside 1, Sacramento 24, 
North Sacramento 2, San Bernardino County 14, San Diego 
County 9, Coronado 1, La Mesa 2, San Diego 7, San Francisco 
76, San Joaquin County 13, Lodi 16, Stockton 10, Tracy 8, San 
Luis Obispo County 1, San Mateo County 1, Burlingame 4, 
Redwood City 5, San Mateo 1, San Carlos 2, Menlo Park l, 
Belmont 10, Santa Barbara County 9, Lompoc 22, Santa Barbara 
2, Santa Maria 2, Santa Clara County 1, Palo Alto 18, San 
Jose 15, Shasta County 1, Benicia 5, Turlock 1, Sutter County 
4, Red Bluff 6, Ventura 2, Davis 2, Woodland 3, Yuba County 1. 


Diphtheria | 


29 cases: Alameda County 1, Albany 1, Berkeley 2, Oakland 2, 
San Leandro 1, Fresno 3, Brawley 1, Los Angeles County 1, 
Burbank 1, Los Angeles 1, Pasadena 1, Chowchilla 1, Laguna 
Beach 1, Riverside 2, Sacramento 3, San Bernardino 1, Santa 
Barbara County 1, Santa Maria 1, Tulare County 1, Tulare 1, 
Ventura County 1, Santa Paula 1. 


German Measles 


19 cases: Alameda County 2, Alameda 2, Berkeley 1, Oakland 
1, Los Angeles County 2, Huntington Park 2, Los Angeles l, 
Orange County 1, Anaheim 2, San Diego County 1, San Diego 1, 
San Francisco 2, Santa Paula 1. 3 


Influenza 


8876 cases: Alameda County 7, Alameda 25, Albany 6, Berkeley 


170, Livermore 10, Oakland 82, Piedmont 2, San Leandro 4, 
Butte County 32, Calaveras County 8, Colusa County 8, Contra 
Costa County 7, El Cerrito 70, Del Norte County 49, Crescent 
City 10, El Dorado County 3, Placerville 3, Fresno County 58, 
Coalinga 11, Fresno 147, Reedley 9, Selma 1, Humboldt County 
17, Eureka 1, Imperial 1, Inyo County 25, Bishop 24, Kern 
County 139, Bakersfield 41, Delano 7, Los Angeles County 
212, Alhambra 9, Arcadia 2, Burbank 3, Claremont 55, Culver 
City 3, El Monte 2, El Segundo 2, Glendale 9, Glendora 3, 
Huntington Park 8, Inglewood 38, Long Beach 123, Los Angeles 
1627, Montebello 6, Pasadena 212, Pomona 2, San Fernando 9, 
San Gabriel 6, San Marino 1, South Pasadena 16, Whittier 31, 
Lynwood 1, South Gate 1, Monterey Park 7, Maywood 4, Bell 2, 
Madera County 11, Madera 16, Chowchilla 5, Marin County 2, 
Sausalito 25, Yosemite 16, Mendocino County 234, Point Arena 
5, Merced County 157, Gustine 12, Merced 23, Alturas 1, Fort 
Bidwell 8, Monterey County 64, Monterey 8, Pacific Grove 14, 


Salinas 13, Soledad 3, Napa County 22, Calistoga 1, Napa 12, 


Nevada County 1, Grass Valley 36, Nevada City 1, Orange 
County 4, Anaheim 36, Brea 1, Fullerton 82, Huntington Beach 
32, Santa Ana 47, Seal Beach 7, La Habra 80, Laguna Beach 


14, Placentia 41, Plumas County 11, Riverside County 146, . 


Hemet 5, Riverside 61, Indio 66, Sacramento County 26, Sac- 
ramento 148, North Sacramento 4, San Benito County 1, Hol- 
lister 7, San Bernardino Countv 32, Ontario 21, Redlands 80, 
San Diego County 268, Chula Vista 23, Coronado 2, La Mesa 


42, National City 7. Oceanside 1, San Diego 90, San Francisco | 
263, San Joaquin County 2, Lodi 48, Stockton 147, Tracy 105, 


Camp Stockton 40, San Luis Obispo County 54, Paso Robles 1, 
San Luis Obispo 105, San Mateo County 29, Burlingame 16, San 
Bruno 1, San Mateo 6, South San Francisco 38, Belmont 1, 
Santa Barbara Couity 387, Santa Barbara 442, Santa Maria 188, 
Santa Clara County 152, Gilroy 44, Los Gatos 2, Mountain View 
74, Palo Alto 151, San Jose 185, Santa Clara 2, Sunnyvale 2, 
Santa Cruz County 7, Watsonville 7, Solano County 13, Sutter 
County 5, Corning 19, Tulare County 11, Visalia 13, Ventura 
County 9. Fillmore 21, Oxnard 4, Santa Paula 13, Ventura 8, 
Yuba County 14, Marysville 2. 


Measles 


91 cases: El Dorado County 1, Kern County 10, Los Angeles 
County 1, Alhambra 1, La Verne 1, Los Angeles 6, Mendocino 
County 2, Monterey County 2, Anaheim 1, Orange 1, Indio 1, 
San Diego County 1, San Diego 2, San Luis Obispo County 1, 
San Mateo 1, San Carlos 1, Santa Barbara County 14, Lompoc 
42, Shasta County 1, Ventura County 1. 


Mumps 


245 cases: Oakland 23, Fresno County 7, Kern County 14, 


Bakersfield 1, Delano 12, Los Angeles County 36, El Segundo 1, 


Glendale 8. Long Beach 33, Los Angeles 11, Torrance 4, Haw- 
thorne 2, Maywood 1, Napa 1, Grass Valley 26, Orange County 
3, Fullerton 3, Huntington Beach 1, La Habra 1, Beaumont 3, 
Corona 4, Indio 1, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 1, North 
Sacramento 1, San Bernardino County 3, San Diego 2, San 
Francisco 18, Stockton 1, San Jose 1, Tulare County 9, Dinuba 
Lad 1, Ventura County 4, Oxnard 1, Ventura 1, Yuba 
ounty 1. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


1138 cases: Alameda 2, Oakland 6, Fresno County 8, Coalinga 
2, Fresno 1, Selma 1, Bakersfield 1, Lake County 3, Los Angeles 
County 7, Alhambra 1, Azusa 1, La Verne 1, Long Beach 5, 
Los Angeles 20, Pasadena 1, Madera County 2, Madera l, 
Marin County 1, Mendocino County 2, Point Arena 1, Monterey 
County 2, Salinas 2, Calistoga 1, Anaheim 1, Brea 1, La Habra 
2, Laguna Beach 2, San Jacinto 1, Sacramento County 1, Sac- 
ramento 6, San Bernardino 1, San Diego County 3, San Diego 2, 
San Francisco 4, San Joaquin County 1, Stockton 4, San Mateo 
1, Palo Alto 1, San Jose 1, Santa Cruz County 1, Solano 
reg 1, Ventura County 1, Fillmore 3, Santa Paula 2, Ven- 
ura 1. | 
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_ 6, Fresno 1, Imperial 2, Kern County 3, Los Angeles County 59, 


Poliomyelitis 


Epilepsy 


Scarlet Fever 


111 cases: Alameda County 2, Contra Costa County 1, Fresno 
County 4, Los Angeles County 16, Compton 1, El Monte l, 
Glendale 2, Glendora 1, Huntington Park 2, La Verne 1, Long 
Beach 5, Los Angeles 11, Pasadena 5, Pomona 1, Santa Monica 
2, Torrance 2, Hawthorne 1, Signal Hill 1, San Anselmo 1, 
Merced County 2, Monterey County 3, Fullerton 1, Santa Ana 
1, Sacramento County 2, Sacramento 4, San Bernardino County 
4, San Bernardino 2, San Diego County 3, San Diego 4, San 
I'rancisco 2, San Joaquin County 1, Stockton 1, Redwood City 
1, Menlo Park 1, Santa Barbara County 7, Watsonville 1, 


Benicia 1, Tulare County 6, Sonora 1, Ventura County 2, . 
Ventura 1. 


Smallpox | 
One case: Sutter County. 


Typhoid Fever 3 
One case: Orange County. 


Whooping Cough 


333 cases: Alameda County 2, Alameda 2, Albany 2, Berkeley : 
5, Oakland 30, Chico 1, Contra Costa County 1, Fresno County 


Areadia 3, Azusa 1, Burbank 1, Glendale 7, Long Beach 8, Los 
Angeles 49, Manhattan 3, Montebello 4, Pomona 3, San Fer- 
nando 2, Santa Monica 3, South Gate 1, Lynwood 1, Bell 2, 
Marin County 1, San Anselmo 3, Sausalito 4, Monterey County 
4, Monterey 2, Orange County 11, Anaheim 1, Orange 7, 
La Habra 2, Tustin 1, Riverside County 6, Beaumont 1, North 
Sacramento 1, San Bernardino County 2, San Diego 2, San 
Francisco 39, San Joaquin County 3, San Luis Obispo County 4, 
Paso Robles 2, San Luis Obispo 5, Menlo Park 2, Santa Barbara 
County 8, Santa Barbara 2, Santa Maria 1, Santa Clara County 
5. Gilroy 1, Sutter County 4, Tulare County 4, Dinuba 2, Ven- 
tura 1. | 

Meningitis (Epidemic) 


2 cases: San Joaquin County 1, Santa Maria 1. 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 
3 cases: Berkeley 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento County 1. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 


9 cases: Fresno County 3, Los Angeles County 1, Long Beach 
1, Los Angeles 4. 3 


5 cases: Fresno County 1, Fresno 1, Kern County 1, Los 
Angeles 1, Grass Valley 1. : 
Tetanus 

One case: Corona. 


Trachoma 
3 cases: Fort Bidwell. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 

3 cases: Fresno County 1, Kern County 1, Sacramento 
County 1. | 
Paratyphoid Fever 

2 cases: San Diego 1, San Francisco 1. 


Food Poisoning 
13 cases: Hanford 6, Monterey 3, Salinas 2, San Francisco 2. 


Undulant Fever 
One case: Kern County. 


Coccidiodal Granuloma 
One case: Oakland. 


Septic Sore Throat 
4 cases: Butte County 3, Calistoga i 


38 cases: Oakland 1, Kern County 1, Los Angeles County 4, 
Culver City 1, La Verne 1, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 23, 
Pasadena 1, San Francisco 1, Stockton 2, Oxnard 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 
® cases: Riverside 2, San Francisco 2, Daly City 1. 


* Cases charged to ‘California’? represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the state throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


University of Californié 
Medical Libra! 
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San Francisco, Galif- 
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